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Commissioner Corner 
August is already over and the first day of fall is September 22nd. 
I hope everyone had a great Labor Day weekend. 

Thank you to everyone who attended MontanaFair making it another great year. 
Thank you, Metra, for all your hard work in making our fair successful. 

Employee Spotlight: 
This month I would like to introduce everyone to our new Disaster & Emergency Services Director 
Derek Yeager.  

Derek joined Yellowstone County as the Director of Emergency Services after serving almost 22 
years in the professional wildland fire service. Derek began as an entry-level wildland firefighter and 
progressed through the ranks ultimately to the position of Fire Management Officer, while holding 
certifications as a nationally recognized Incident Commander and Montana State Fire Warden. He 
was an integral leadership figure in the development of the local wildland fire response and  
operational dispatch network as their coordinator. Derek has worked wildland fire positions for 
local, state, and federal agencies across 22 states and 3 countries (USA, Mexico, and Canada),  
including time spent on fire engines, fire hand crews, aerially delivered specialty crews, specialty 
teams, and various fire command and general staff positions. Derek was a key member in multi-
agency  
coordinating groups and led numerous multi-discipline coordinating efforts across the area for  
nearly 10 years. Derek also recently worked for 3 years as the Director of the City/County  
Emergency Communications Center. Derek spends his free time enjoying his family and the great 
outdoors. 

MetraPark has some great events and shows coming up this month. 

406 Consignary  September 13th – 14th 
Gun Show September 13th – 15th 
Fusion Fight League September 13th 
Relay for Life September 14th 
MT Country Creations Craft Show  September 21st 
Wrangler Team Roping Championships September 24th – 29th 
Saturday Live September 28th 

Thank you all for everything you do for Yellowstone 
County and its citizens. 

Sincerely, 
John Ostlund, Chairman 
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New Employees 
 

 

 

 

Rachel Brown 

Erik Rios 

Alexander Fisher 

Devaney Eichel 

Caitlin Grusing 

Detention Facility 
 

Jessica Britton 

Justyce Beagle 

District Court 
 

Patrick Kiesow 

Lauren Emineth 

Youth Service Center 
 

Caleb Music 

Weed Department 
 

Kory Rice 

Road & Bridge 

 

Joshua Wilmeth 

Travis Brewington 

Sheriff Office 

 

Andrea Kondracki-

Gause 

Nevaeh Chandler 

Motor Vehicle 

 

Marti Burroughs 

Finance 

 

************************** 

  

Sunshine News 

September 
will be a 
busy month 
for the  
Sunshine 
Committee.  
 

The week of September 23 will be 
our parking raffle. 
 

We will have a fun event with  
Apples vs Pumpkin Treats on  
Sept. 27 from 11:30-1:30 pm.  
 

It should be a fun time!  

 

 

The Yellowstone  
County  

Courthouse will be 
closed on 

October 14, 2024 in  
observance of  

Columbus Day &  
Indigenous Peoples Day 
 

 

Download the BCBS Mobile App!   

It’s Easy to Use! 
It’s easier than ever for members to stay connected with the Blue Cross 

and Blue Shield of Montana (BCBSMT) mobile app*  
from wherever they are. 

 

With the BCBSMT App, members can easily: 
 Access their claims, coverage and deductible information 
 Find a doctor, hospital or urgent care facility 
 Access a temporary digital member ID card 
 Have the opportunity to provide feedback on their mobile experi-

ence  
 

Get the app: Members can text* BCBSMTAPP to 33633 or search for 

BCBSMT in the iTunes App Store  or Google Play  

*Messages and data rates may apply. Terms and Conditions and Privacy Policy. 

https://click.bcbs-email.com/?qs=4c637029d4f69e6907628abaf4ed6fa567244478fcc11b2d2563e85ebffe79660f8486892561370fe44a0e0541a3b2aaf534ae56b801d28d
https://click.bcbs-email.com/?qs=4c637029d4f69e6975e6e812c5ee4a232792c3632f00c284ba0f59acf0882ebfb5995c84e01f8d61b7cf5384bf5c00d437e1a929bc8556cd
https://click.bcbs-email.com/?qs=4c637029d4f69e69c05c23474d9fc2e8f6adf8dceccd664827a8c163a401e22b0105c877489d34475dc16e6c23d34b2f8c9d1bc0c36e44ea


Work Comp Claim FREE -  Congratulations! 
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Congratulations to the following departments for August: 
Clerk & Recorder/Auditor, Commissioners, County Attorney, District Court,  
Disaster & Emergency Services, Elections, Extension, Facilities, Finance,  
Human Resources, Information Technology/GIS, Junk Vehicle, Justice Court,  
Motor Vehicle, Public Works, Road & Bridge, Sheriff Office, Treasurer, and Weed. 
 

In August there were 4 claims filed:  2-YCDF, 1-Youth Service Center, and  
1-MetraPark 

I need to change my direct deposit. 
 

You can change your direct deposit, change your W-2, Montana withholding, and 
more on your NeoGov Dashboard.  
 

On your NeoGov Dashboard you can: 
 Watch safety videos such as Run.Hide.Fight, and How to use an AED 
 Check out your union contract  

 Look over your benefits in the Benefits Summary Booklet 
 Add a new baby to your insurance plan within the first 31-days 

 Change your address and phone number 
 Update your Emergency Contact information 
 See the holiday dates for 2024 and 2025 

 View your job description, and more! 
 

It’s all at your fingertips on your NeoGov Dashboard. 
 

The web site is this:  https://login.neogov.com/signin  
You can access your Dashboard at any time from your work computer, home computer, 
laptop, phone, or iPad.  Your “login” is your county email, and if you forget your password, you can reset it.  Please take 
the time to go out on your Dashboard and get familiar with the site.  Click on “Onboarding” on the left to access County 
information. 
 

The Annual Election Period will be October 21 through November 1, 2024.  You will make your  
insurance elections for 2025 through your NeoGov Dashboard.  You will receive an email from  
info@neogov...so, be watching for this email.   

IRS Announces Spike in 2025 Limits for High-Deductible Health Plans 
& Change to the Traditional Out of Pocket Maximum 

 

Effective January 1, 2025, there will be a change in the single and family  
deductible rates.   
For single, the limit is rising from $3,200 to $3,300 and for family, the 
limit is rising from $6,400 to $6,600, effective January 1, 2025. 
 

Additionally, there will be an increase in the “maximum out of pocket limit” for 
the Traditional plan from $2,000 to $2,500.  There is no change in the $500 deductible. 
 

Please be aware of this change when selecting your benefits in October for the upcoming 2025 
year.  Watch for more information in the October newsletter. 

https://login.neogov.com/signin
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Walking Montana Mileage Logs  
Did you reach 300 miles by August 31st ??? 

 

Turn in your mileage log to Human Resources no later than  
September 10th to be entered into the Grand Prize Drawings!   
 

Remember you can earn awesome awards from our sponsors: 
100 Miles - Intermountain Healthcare 

200 Miles - Blue Cross Blue Shield 
300 Miles - Marsh-McLennan  Agency 

$100 Gift Cards for Grand Prize Drawings -  
Alliant Consulting  

Thank you to our sponsors who help to make this  
program possible. 
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Wellness 
Screenings 

 
The Wellness Screenings are currently on 
hold.   
 

Watch your emails and the newsletter for  
updates.    

 

Congratulations on 40 Years! 
 

Leslie Sanchez with the Clerk & Recorders office was recognized for 
40 years of service with Yellowstone County.  
Leslie started employment with the county on August 23, 1984.   
 

Thank you for your service to the County! 
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